Professor Ernst Homburg to Receive 2014 HIST Award
The History of Chemistry Division of the American Chemical Society is pleased to announce
Professor Ernst Homburg as the winner of its 2014 HIST award. This international award for
contributions to the history of chemistry has been granted since 1956 under sequential sponsorships
by the Dexter Chemical Company, the Edelstein Foundation, the Chemical Heritage Foundation, and
the History of Chemistry Division. The event, consisting of a monetary presentation, a plaque, a
symposium honoring the work of Professor Homburg, and a lecture by the awardee, will take place
on 12 August 2014 at the American Chemical Society’s annual meeting in San Francisco, California.
The 2014 winner, Ernst Homburg, was born in 1952 in Venlo, The Netherlands. After studying at
the Protestant Lyceum, he studied at the Municipal University, Amsterdam, where he received M.Sc.
in chemistry and at the University of Nijmegen where he received a Doctoral degree in History. From
1972 to 1993 he served at various posts in history and technology at the Universities of Amsterdam,
Groningen, Nijmegen, and Eindhoven. From 1993 to present he has served as Assistant Professor,
then Professor, in the Department of History at the University of Maastricht, The Netherlands. With
his broad background, Dr. Homburg is one of the leaders in the history of modern chemical industry
and technology. He has been involved as a co-organizer and writer in two multi-volume book series
on the history of European technology in the 19th and 20th centuries, as well as a multitude of other
books and papers. He has been president of a number of organizations that have promoted the history
of technology and science throughout Europe and other parts of the world. As an influential speaker,
Dr. Homburg is known for his conciseness and fresh viewpoints, with an ability to change viewpoints
without any display of ego or discourtesy.

