
Minutes of the HIST Executive Committee Meeting – New York City, NY 
7Sept03 
 
Attending:  Vera Mainz, Steve Weininger, Paul R. Jones, Ben Chastain, Roger Egolf, 
Carmen Giunta, Mary Virginia Orna, Jeff Seeman; Scott Lockledge – CHF; 
 
Started at 5:00pm 
 
1.  Minutes of the last meeting were distributed electronically.  They were accepted with 
minor corrections. 
 
2.  Scott Lockledge (Heritage Council)/CHF addressed the committee.  He noted that the 
Edelstein Dinner-2004 will be in Philadelphia.  CHF has opened up the Ullyot meeting 
Hall – it can seat up to 250 people for meals and 400 for seminars.  Can be split 1/3 and 
2/3 (smaller side seats 75 for lunch).  CHF is inviting HIST to have an event at their 
facilities.  Scott also noted that CHF has been able to acquire the Neville collection of 
rare chemistry texts.  This will form the core of a Rare Book Room.   
 
Scott made the suggestion of having the Edelstein lunch or Priestley dinner and or both at 
CHF.  Catering arrangements would have to be held by CHF and ACS would handle 
tickets for these types of events.  The ACS Divisional Activities Committee (DAC) 
received proposal and voted to give $3000 to the Priestley Symposium.  CHF has a list of 
caterers.  We get a break on rent – at cost.  CHF has been involved with the Priestley by 
putting together an exhibit for the meeting.  They have looked at inviting in the former 
winners of the Priestley medalists and 5 of the 15 have accepted.  We may need to move 
the Edelstein symposium to another day in order to accommodate 6 full half-sessions of 
the Priestley.  CHF is about 6 blocks from the Philadelphia Convention Center.  Roger 
had an idea of having the entire HIST program at the CHF and this can be discussed 
further. 
 
Scott mentioned that CHF is very interested in promoting more joint activities with ACS.  
Gary Andersen reported that Art Greenberg would organize an art in alchemy symposium 
for the Philadelphia meeting.  The current plan is have it occur at CHF.   
 
Jeff Seeman said he sent Regina Blaszczyk (Director of Beckman Center) a list of 
suggestions about interactions.  Jeff will send this list to Scott.  Jeff also asked about 
whether any members of HIST are on the Heritage Council – Herb Pratt, Jack Stocker, 
John Sharkey, and Ned Heindel  -- and ask them to report to HIST.  Two meetings a year, 
and HIST may need to investigate this.  Scott would be glad to come back and report to 
HIST. 
 
Consensus was that we should have the Edelstein Lunch Sunday Noon and Priestley 
Symposium Dinner on Monday at CHF and Roger has been asked to coordinate with 
Scott.  Caserio symposium on graduate education (which Jeff Seeman is working on) is 
being folded into a Chuck Casey presidential event.  We would have no control over the 
scheduling given how it is developing.   



 
Website – Posting papers directly to the HIST website was discussed. 
 
Each of our outreach publications (Bulletin and Abstracts) could have space for CHF to 
report on their activities and vice-versa.   
 
3.  Treasurer’s Report 
 
The treasurer’s report was sent electronically, as well as various summaries of our costs 
and income.  These files are attached at the end of the minutes. 
 
There was a discussion about asking ACS about adding the Bulletin to their journal 
package.  Mary Virginia Orna reported that JCHED – 179 library subscribers are being 
“graced” because of the Faxon bankruptcy.  JCHED library subscriptions are going down 
rapidly, universally, and mostly foreign. This might be because of the economy, but the 
reason is unknown.  To be included in an ACS journal package you would give up a lot 
of autonomy – JCHED is exploring this.   
 
Treasurer’s Report was moved and accepted. 
 
4.  Chair’s Report: 
 
a)  Edelstein Committee – Seymour Mauskopf rotated off and Alan Rocke rotated on.  
Roald Hoffman is in his third year and John Sharkey is chair this year. 
 
b)  Outstanding Paper Committee – still needs to be appointed and this will happen in the 
next month.  Richard Rice would be a good candidate, and David would like someone 
who could serve on the Edelstein in the future.  Email suggestions. 
 
c)  See and Be Seen Funding - An award made to Harold Goldwhite for the Western 
Regional Meeting.   
 
d)  Other HIST funding – Committed $500 from the Stopgap Funding to the 
Chromatography Symposium.  Jim Bohning had suggested a catalog of HIST papers and 
this may be a good proposal and the committee suggested that he submit a proposal. 
 
5.  Reports from the Councilors: 
 
a)  Ben Chastain – Divisional Activities Committee – The proposal from David Lewis for 
the Priestley Symposium was funded for $3000.  Next year will have $50K (vs. $25K this 
year) so each division could submit two proposals for a total of $7500, no more than $5K 
for one proposal.  New Chemluminary Award for events that tie in between Divisions 
and local Sections where a division would help out with a local section need.   
Mary Virginia Orna mentioned that the Landmarks are nominated via the local section.  
When these local sections contact the Landmark Committee, they should be given a HIST 
“buddy” to help guide them through the nomination process.  This would allow HIST to 



work with the local sections, and be good for both groups.  The National Historic 
Chemical Landmarks committee should be made aware that HIST stands ready to assist 
in this regard.  Vera needs to contact the relevant local sections for the Landmarks.  The 
Priestley symposium should get the local Philadelphia section on board right now for 
monetary support.  CHF offers of helping with a site for the Philadelphia meeting 
receptions should be included. 
 
Nominations for this award will be added to the 2003 annual report.  YCC also sponsors 
a Chemluminary Award for Divisional activities. 
 
b)  Mary Virginia Orna – Division Allocation change has passed.  So HIST will have 
more money to spend on symposia.  The bylaw change was published in C&E News and 
we need to think about it.  Relatively modest increase in first year (2004). 
 
Committee on Technician Affairs – liaison from Comm. on Committees – They are 
having some anniversaries, div. of chemical technicians and CTA also.  What can we do 
for them – maybe provide a copy of the Bulletin at a reduced rate.  Send samples of 
Bulletin to relevant officers.  They have 770 members and membership is shrinking.  This 
is probably an indication of loss of jobs.   
 
Committee on Committees – can’t talk about this duty.  She is the committee liaison to 
the Society Committee on Education.   
 
2004 Western Regional Meeting, October 2004 in Sacramento, on the “most beautiful 
experiments” symposium via the poll via C&E News.  MARY VIRGINIA Orna has 
taken Carmen’s original ideas and used them to put together and submit to the regional 
meeting people.  Stated that this symposium would be an on-going idea that could 
continue through other regional and national meeting.  WRM people could be awarded as 
much as $2500 for this symposium from the ACS.  MARY VIRGINIA also discussed 
something that would show how old instruments/landmarks actually worked. 
 
6.  Bulletin Editor Report 
 
Volume 28(2) is out.  Unique in that one paper is written by a deceased member.  64 
pages cost about $4/copy.  Paul has indexed v26 and is working on v27.  v30 will have 
another cumulative index.   
 
Still working with Michigan Business office.  Paul asks us to send $3000 check to them 
to continue to decrease the nominal bill. 
 
Pipeline is still about 2 issues deep.  Next issue will feature 2003 Edelstein. 
 
7.  HIST Initiatives:  Jeff Seeman 
 
a)  Plaques honoring seminal publications and presentations.  Idea is to have 10-15 
awards a year (doesn’t have to a fixed number) honoring papers, patents, books, etc.  



Steve W. thought a more reasonable number of plaques is 4-5.  Show the first page, e.g., 
on plaque.  These plaques would be given to the place where it was published when the 
work was done.  If institution/building doesn’t exist work is not eligible.  The intent is for 
the award of a plaque to be a cooperative effort with an institution.  Plaque 9x12 -$100; 
12x15 - $180.  Maybe connect with symposia.  Mary Virginia thought we should develop 
mechanism to work with the local sections in order to develop nomination process.  Steve 
W. asked if implication is only for US.  Implication from local section is to find the 
appropriate group for an international group. 
 
ACS is very concerned about public image, about how something impacts on community 
and quality of life.  May not need to award only for positive things but should be very 
careful about recognition of negative impacts.  We are discussing what it means to be a 
historian.  Many things have both positive and negative impacts.  Criterion may require 
both issues being addressed.  Roger Egolf and Mary Virginia Orna will join Jeff Seeman 
in developing criteria for these plaques. 
 
8.  Appointment of HIST Proposal Review Committee:  Carmen Giunta, David Lewis, 
and Vera will serve. 
 
9.  Old Business 
 
Send Ruth Barish a copy of the Bulletin of when the Edelstein talk comes out. 
 
Roger needs a copy of MS Office and a new battery for the HIST laptop. 
 
10.  New Business. 
 
11.  Adjourn. 

 
 
 
 



Treasurer’s Report: 
 

 



 





 



 



 
 
 



 
Election Schedule for HIST Officers 

 
 

 


