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Chemistry has had a public image-problem for decades, resulting in rising chemophobia and 
misunderstanding, and thus needs repair. Simultaneously, chemical writings are rarely considered 
“literature” within the humanities, hence are ignored by non-science academics. Science 
communication to the public has been taken over by non-chemists such as Neil deGrasse Tyson, 
Brian Cox, and David Attenborough. Therefore, my work in promoting specifically chemistry to non 
chemists takes many forms: books where chemistry can be found, i.e., travel-writing for adults 
(America’s Scientific Treasures, 2nd edition), and how chemistry developed, e.g., a graphic 
novelization of chemical history for teens and up (O Mg! How Chemistry Came to Be); a podcast on 
the history of chemistry for those preferring to listen to more detailed events rather than read (“The 
History of Chemistry”); public presentations about specific chemists, their life and work (e.g., 
Alexander Borodin and Stefanie Horovitz); chemical demonstrations for Yiddish-speaking non 
scientists to improve their scientific vocabulary in the Yiddish language; articles and research on 
chemical literature and terminology in Yiddish (Bulletin for the History of Chemistry, Aleph, RSC 
Historical Group Newsletter); and bringing more chemical knowledge among Jewish non-scientists 
(an article on Maria the Jewess for The Shalvi/Hyman Encyclopedia of Jewish Women). The 
common theme for most of these activities is the history of chemistry, the diversity of chemical 
practitioners, and how chemistry has affected, or is affected by, social circumstances. How and 
why these various forms of communication about chemistry to non-chemists arose for the speaker 
will be discussed in the presentation. 
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